News Consumption Worksheet

(Adapted from the Data & Society Media Manipulationand Disinformation Online Syllabus, Alice Marwick, Rebecca Lewis)

So much of our information consumption in the modern era is passive: algorithms decide what we see on social media. News organizations send us push alerts. We get messages from group chats and scan headlines while doomscrolling. Gone are the days of deliberately tuning into the nightly news or reading the paper cover to cover. 

Ahead of the International Forum, track your information consumption for a few hours. Afterward, consider the following questions:
· Go through your worksheet and count up the types of sources. Where are you most likely to get news/information: television, social media, newspapers, something else?
· How does the source affect the type of information you are exposed to? What type of information is each source type best equipped to deal with?
· How did you define news in your cataloguing? Did you include celebrity news, sports news, gossip? Why or why not?
· How do you find news/information? Do you share it with friends or family? When and why?
· How do you decide what news/information to trust?
· How much of the news/information you consumed is similar to your own political beliefs? How much is different?
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